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Abstract

Nizar Qabbani is Syrian poet born in Damascus March 21, 1923. In his poetry, Qabbani dedicate a lot
of his poem to defense the Arabs in oppose the tyranny of Jewish people . The defence appeared
strongly after the 1967 war, as at these six days war, the Arabs were defeated by the Jewish. Qabbani
who started his career as the diplomat known that his poetry is sensual and romantic. However after
1967 war, Qabbani wrote many poetry about his defence to Arabs, specifically the defence to
Palestine to gain their independence. This study is using the qualitative-analysis method with the
approach of Critical Discourse Analysis. The objective of this study is to explain the social and
cultural phenomenon discourse related to the context of defensive form poet to Arabs and especially
Palestine people when confronting the oppression Jewish nation. Results obtained from this study is
that the sense of pain in self-esteem as the Arabs by the arbitrariness treatment from "Jews" nation.
Encouragement from Qabbani to Palestine strengthen after the bitter of defeat from Six Days War in
1967. Not only to defend Palestine as an Arab country that is fight to gain their independence,
moreover, Qabbani obviously considered that Palestine as his homeland. As for his high sense of
nationalism to defence the Palestine, allegedly because the poet who originated from Syria and his
wife from Irag, the two countries indeed have a sense of high nationalism.
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INTRODUCTION

Resurrection Arabic literature has risen more
than one and half century, begins with the
arrival of Napoleon to Egypt in 1898. Napoleon
not only brought soldiers to Egypt but also
printing tools, so awaken the writing in Egypt
including Literature (Al- Fakhuri , 1986:11).
Historians indicate that period as the beginning
of Modern Arabic Literature. In the same time,
the geopolitics in Palestine and Arab countries
was also developing and experiencing the big
change. In May 14, 1948, the state of Israel was
founded (Moshe Naor , 2008). This cause the
resistance of Arabs and Palestine to Israeli
occupation. In 1967 the countries of Egypt,
Syria and Jordan helped by other Arab
countries stated war against Israel. However in

the only six days war, Israel succeed to defeat
them and occupying the Golan Heights, the
West Bank and the Sinai Desert (Tristan
Dunning: 2019). The three regions by
sequentially the origin owned by Syria, Jordan
and Egypt.

The politics turbulence in the Middle-East
scratch deep feelings for Arabs, no exception to
the Arab poets, one of them is Nizar Qabbani.
The poet born in Damascus March 21, 1923,
his poem known with sensual and romantic
sense (Arieh Loya : 1975). However after the
defeat of Arabs in 1967 war, Nizar Qabbani
then wrote many poetry of the struggle people
in Palestine and criticize the rulers of Arab
countries at that time. The critical poetry to
defeat some Arab countries against Israel
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poured in his work entitled: (= il
.l yids) “Note edge of the list of defeats”
(Qabbani , tt : pp:69). This poetry written after
the defeat of The 6 Day War in 1967. Then in
1969, Qabbani wrote another poem entitled:
zdl) ) "FATAH" ( Qabbani , tt : 137) as praise
to the Movement of Palestine Liberation
"FATAH". The praise was delivered before
“FATAH”, as component main Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) accepts peace
with Israel and then established the government
that called Palestinian National Authority in
Jericho or Ariha, Palestine. The poetry implied
the big hope to “FATAH”, that in the future
would gain victories. After The Oslo Il Treaty
in 1995, another of his poems entitled: ( (
Ostseall " That Goes Fast”" (Qabbani , tt : 504),
the Poet condemn hard rushing parties to
declare peace with Israel. At this time, Qabbani
wrote a poetry that addresses opposite of the
peace agreement and affirm that he is on the
side of terrorist, that he is on the side of
rebellion. The poetry is called : ( <Y e i)
"I'm With Terrorists” (Qabbani : 2008).
Looking at the content of the four poems by
Qabbani and the historical background of the
Israeli - Palestinian conflict, this study interest
is to analyze how Qabbani attitude towards the
struggle of Palestine in determine their future.
Beside, to analyze the background of Qabbani’s
perspective in his poetry. Thus, this could
outlined the question as following:

1. How is the Qabbani’s attitude towards
the struggle of Palestinian for gain their rights.

2. Why Qabbani give the defence to
Palestinian’s struggle to fight for their rights.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The writing about by Nizar Qabbani have
already done by many researchers in several
books, articles as well as freelance writing in
the mass media. Among others who wrote
about Qabbani’s work is Saddik Gohar in
article entitled: The Poetics of Disclosure
Narrating the Six-Day War in the Poetry of
Nizar Qabbani. Gohar analyzes Qabbani’s
poetry who criticizes the defeat of Arabs in six-
day war against Israel. The approach used by

Professors at the University of the United Arab
Emirates is the theory of Arab History and
Culture that implemented during that period.
He refers to Barthes: "the text is a tissue of
quotations drawn from the innumerable centers
of culture" (Barthes 1977: 146). The results
obtained from his study is that, the defeat of
Arabs in the six-day war in 1967 really hit the
sense of Nationalism of Qabbani personally.
Qabbani criticize loudly the Arab leaders, and
it was said that the lost from lIsrael is not only
because the lost of weapon but moreover
because the bad morals of the Arabs and their
leaders (Gohar : 2018). Other researchers are
Astri Aspianti and Dedi Supriadi in article
entitled : “ Jerusalem in Al-Quds Poetry by
Nizar Qabbani". The research using Semiotics
as a means to analyze that the pain of Jerusalem
or Al-Quds is the consequence of a long period
of war. They also found that the language style
of Qabbani indicates a deep lament and sorrow
(Sahida, et al: 2020). The third research is
Ismail Suliman Almazaidah. He researching
about Qabbani’s perspective related to Arab-
Israeli peace in an article entitled: “Nizar
Qabbani's Attitude towards Arab-Israeli Peace
Treaties: An Analysis of his Poetic Contents”.
In this article, Almazaidah use Discourse
Analysis as tool to analyze Qibbani’s work.
Results obtained that Qabbani refuse Arab-
Israeli agreement and criticized Arab leaders
who approved the agreement with Israel
(Almazaidah : 2019). From these three studies
that has been shown above, no one is
discussion about Qabbbani’s views and
attitudes towards Palestinian struggle to fight
for their right to regain independence,
especially if the study done to collect the
numbers of his poetry at once. Furthermore,
why Qabbani wrote his defense to Palestine
struggle, though he was known as romanticpoet
romantic who born and origin from Syiria.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND
METHODS

This study implements a qualitative descriptive
method to analyze the social and political
background from the 4 (four) of Nizar
Qabbani's poems, related to his views on the



969

Journal of Positive School Psychology

struggle of the Palestinian people to get their
rights. The theory used is the Critical Discourse
Analysis Theory. This theory is used to find
and explore the political and social background
of Qabbani's thoughts in his poetry about
Palestine. This is in accordance with what was
conveyed by Van Dijk (1993) that Critical
Discourse Theory is "the relationship between
discourse, power, dominance, social inequality
and the position of discourse analysts in these
social relations". Therefore, this analysis is
complex and multidisciplinary. He also said:
(Critical Discourse Analysis) “a study of the
relations between discourse, power, dominance,
social inequality and the position of the
discourse analyst in such social relationships.
Since this is a complex, multidisciplinary”. The
analysis of the social and political background
of Nizar Qabbani's poem is important
considering the complex issues of the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict since the
establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 until
now.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. Context Conflict Palestine -Israel

The conflict between the Palestinians and the
Jews began when the Jews began to occupy the
area of Jerusalem and its surroundings, because
they considered the territory to be the territory
that was promised to them. Until the end of the
19th century the area became the territory of
the Ottoman Empire, but because the Ottomans
and Germans were declared defeated in the
First World War, the Palestinian area fell under
French and British control (Dunning: 2019). So
that the resistance of the Palestinian people to
the occupation of their homeland has started
since then. Under British protection in 1948
Israel declared an independent state with Tel
Aviv as the capital. In 1967 there was a very
popular six-day war. In war that Israel
succeeded defeat coalition of Egypt, Jordan and
Syria (Dunning: 2019). Then in 1973 there was
a war between Egypt and Israel. Egypt pushes
Israel and seizes the Suez Canal. In 1982 Israel
attacked the headquarters of the PLO
Palestinian Organization in Tripoli, Lebanon.

Beside the war there is a history of peace
between Palestine and lIsrael. The first peace,
according to Dunning (2019), was the Peace of
Madrid which took place in 1991 after the first
Gulf War. This was followed by the Oslo |
peace agreement in 1993 and the Oslo Il peace
agreement in 1995. As explained in the
previous subchapter, Qabbani supports the
struggle of the Palestinian people in fighting for
their right to independence. In the process of
the struggle there is armed resistance and
through peace. In responding to the peace
carried out by the PLO and Israel and the peace
of Arab countries with Israel, Qabbani does not
agree with the peace. The background of the
conflict and peace between Palestine and Israel
above is important to find the context of Nizar
Qabbani's thoughts expressed in his poetry
related to the struggle of the Palestinian people
against the Jewish occupation. The explanation
is as follows:

2. Critical  Discourse  Analysis  of
Qabbani’s Attitude towards the Palestinians
Struggle

As mentioned above, Nizar Qabbani is known
as a romantic poet and all things related to the
relationship between men and women . So he is
known as the "Poet of Love" or "Women's
Poet" (Moradi : tt). Qabbani's love is not an
ordinary love, but a love full of dynamics. In
the introduction to his collection of poems
entitled ( ( <« <<"The Book of Love", he
conveys that the love is:

oLl iy (531 il anl) el S 138 b 3
dai i L clels e Wilud cnd o ¢ dgaall daa
&Amﬁds&achuﬂ\éhA\d,g}w\

"Isn’t it old-fashioned love, isn’t it love by
waiting for her lover in front of the house for
hours ... until his lover gets bored and meets
him ... But love that is conveyed in short words,
fast and full of tension™ (Qabbani: 1970).

The romantic atmosphere in his poetic life was
disturbed, even after the events of the Six-Day
War, the defeat of the Arabs from lIsrael in
1967 . The defeat of the Arabs from Israel hit
Qabbani's personality so that he made a
fundamental change in his poetry into a poem
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filled with fighting spirit as a form of defense
of the Arab nation and the Palestinian people in
particular. In his poem entitled ( > e Jialsa
i) “Notes on the Edge of War Defeats”
Qabbani says that he turned into a poet who
wrote with a knife, who originally wrote with a
pen. He begins by saying:

el b L .
Caall = el O, el
...... Sl 58 el gyl s,

"I'm sorry, my friends...", and then said "O my
sad country, you changed me in an instant way,
from a poet who wrote love and longing, to a
poet who wrote with a knife". (Qabbani , tt :
52)

This is a significant change in his life. A poet
who plays with feelings becomes a poet who
writes with anger. His disappointment at the
defeat of the Arabs was expressed in the form
of anger not only at the Jews but also at the
Arabs and their leaders. So that came out his
harsh criticism of the Arab nation as a whole
and the Arab leaders in his poetry (Gohar 2018
: 922). Qabbani saw the defeat of the Arabs for
several reasons. First, all this time the Arabs
seem to be arrogant, and feel that they are
strong. Qabbani quipped at them:

calse e G e L S LA Wy
S i L )l jall Al

“Because we are in it...with all the oratory
talent that the East has....with the antarties
(arrogance) unable to kill even a fly”. (Qabbani
, tt: 54)

The second criticism, the Arabs should not
blame the sky (God Most High) because the
fault lies with the Arabs themselves, which is
not having a war equipment industry. Thus they
cannot fight the enemy on their own. He said:
"don't curse the sky...if it doesn't help
you..don't curse the situation...God gives
victory to whomever he wants...you don't have
a blacksmith .. who makes swords"” (Qabbani ,
tt : 57). The third, criticism is directed at the
Arabs and at the same time the leaders of the
Arabs. Qabbani said that the Israeli army did
not enter through the borders with Arab
countries, but entered through the lanes and

roads in front of the Arab army. Qabbani
wanted to say that the Arabs had been
conquered by Israel before the Israeli army
arrived, either by bribing, or in other ways that
at the same time showed the low morale of the
army, the Arabs and their leaders. He also said:
"It hurts me to hear the news in the morning...
it hurts my heart... to hear the barking... the
Jews don't enter our borders.. but.. they break
through in front of our eyes like ants"

It seems that because of Qabbani's high sense
of nationalism, he strongly criticized the Arabs
who suffered a crushing defeat to Israel in the
1967 war. Qabbani's tough soul is probably
because Qabbani was born in Syria and married
an lragi. Two societies known to have a high
sense of nationalism. In addition, after
resigning from his position as a diplomat, he
lived in Lebanon, a country that is quite free
compared to other Arab countries. So that
Qabbani dared to criticize the Arabs who were
unable to face the Israeli invasion, which
according to Qabbani was because the Arabs
were arrogant, did not have a war industry and
had corrupt leaders. Such criticism would not
have dared be issued if Qabbani was in an Arab
country other than Lebanon, even in his own
country, Syria. But Qabbani's courage in
criticizing the Arabs and their leaders had to be
paid dearly because his wife named Balgis had
to be killed by a bomb attack on the lIraqgi
Embassy in Beirut in 1981 (Syarif: 2015:10),
where his wife worked.

Qabbani was not a novice poet in expressing
his political stance, because he wrote a letter to
his father dated October 29, 1956 in a poem
entitled “A Soldier's Letter in the Suez War”.
The poet, who was 33 years old at the time,
said that the British, French and Israeli
coalition troops broke in and threatened the
peace of the Arabs. He described them as
having blue eyes, but black hearts...and they
were drunkards whose job was to berate and
curse ( Qabbani tt: 30).

Qabbani's defense of the Palestinian struggle
was conveyed in his poems entitled "The Poets
of Colonized Palestine™ (1968), "Fatah™ (1969),
"One Way" (after 1992). After the birth of the
Oslo agreement in 1993, Qabbani wrote a poem
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that addressed the peace agreement in a poem
entitled "I’'m with Terrorist” and "Pejoging"
(after 1995).

Meanwhile, to build support for the Palestinian
people in demanding their rights, Qabbani did
several ways as stated in his poetry. Here is the
explanation:

a. Praise The Palestinian Fighters

One of Qabbani's poems that shows support for
the struggle of the Palestinian people is a poem
with the title "FATAH". The word Fatah itself
means "conquer". It can be assumed that the
poet intention by mentioning the word "Fatah"
related to the Palestinian issue is the hope that
he will be able to conquer the enemy, namely
"lIsrael". As in the history of the conquest that is
very popular is the conquest of the city of
Mecca by the Prophet Muhammad, while
Mecca is still owned by the Quraysh who were
hostile to the Prophet (Al-Mubarakpuri). But in
reality in the poem Qabbani is praising
“FATAH”, one of the largest Palestinian
liberation organizations and the backbone of
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) .
This is reinforced by the footnotes contained in
the book of Qabbani's poetry collection entitled
"Political Poems without Diwan” ( -Asulyu-xilad
QUS ol s-3L), ((Qabbani tt: 96). In the note, it is
stated that the poem "Fatah" is intended to
praise the "Fatah" organization in making peace
with Israel in the 1993 Oslo agreement . In his
poem, Qabbani describes that the arrival of
"Fatah" is like a "flower" received after a
"wound", like an eye. fresh water in the
scorching desert, and like the risen Christ
return after His death.

.J‘)L.: cla @ASC); %) Aalls EJ)}S)_“C:\Q( Ls:ﬂ‘ Cela
REE S g S L P . TR EUO PP ye
ETESVS AT FURKRRRF IWON (WA L EC PR P

"Fatah, come to us...Like a flower out of a
wound.. Like a fresh spring water irrigating the
desert.. Suddenly...we came out of the shroud
and woke up...Suddenly...Like the
Messiah...after death us, and rise...”

The lyrics equate “Fatah” with the beach,
where it anchors after getting lost in the middle
of the ocean. Or equated with the sun rising in

the middle of the night after feeling bored with
the situation. He said:

Gl Cami eadly Uil ay e Lillil) pely
[EPENSTR XL TRCIEN

“(Hey Fatah)... Hi my beach, after we got lost
... the midnight has appeared ... after we got
bored ...”

As mentioned above, the lyric equates Fatah
with the city of Mecca at the time of the
Prophet Muhammad, the city that awaits the
arrival of an Apostle who conquers it, opens it,
as the Prophet did with the city of Mecca.

Y g ), A (i il

“ O “Fatah”, we are Mecca
Apostle a Prophet...”

... Waiting an

The way Qabbani chose to fight with the
Palestinians was to take up arms. This was
done as a form of retaliation for what Israel did
to the Palestinians. He said:

OsSi ok, W menld LoV gl 118 A La3L | 8w a8
B, ol

“They stole our country killed our
children.... forgive us My Lord ...We became
murderer ...oh our revenge.”

The choice of diction in his poem to fight for
the rights of the Palestinian people is to take up
arms, not to make peace. The path of violence
and determination that exists in Qabbani is
probably due to the roots of the society in
which Qabbani grew up, namely Syria.
Although in the course of time Qabbani
criticized all Arab leaders for their defeat
against Israel.

In the poem entitled: “ ol o dplad @) sl
J8) ) (Command leaflet on the walls of
Israel) Qabbani blatantly attacks the American
government, as a force that sustains indefinitely
against Israel (Qabbani : tt). Qabbani said that
America with all its power and greatness is not
the almighty one. In all its glory America could
not prevent birds from flying. America could
have fallen by the smaller ones. Just as the big
one can be killed by a small gun, in the hands
of a small child. Qabbani said:
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“Remember, remember. America with all (the
strength) they have... is not the Almighty...
America with their power is not able to prevent
birds from flying... The big ones can be killed
by small guns... in the hands of small children.”

Direct accusations of America as the power
behind Israel is something that is committed by
all those who are hostile to Israel. However,
some Arab countries are pursuing peace and
making peace agreements with Israel, because
if hostilities continue there is no power and
with peace there will be various benefits. Only
a few countries still claim to be dealing with
Israel, for example Syria, the country of origin
of Qabbani. Perhaps this is the reason why
Qabbani so vehemently refuses to make peace
with Israel and prefers to take up arms to fight
against occupation. It could also be that
Qabbani's high sense of nationalism was
anchored in him so that he was antipathy to
colonialism. The doctrine of Syrian nationalism
was instilled by the Ba'ath Party founded by
Michel Aflag and Salah al-Din Bitar in 1943 in
Syria. Baathist ideology was then used as the
basis of the state, which permeated every
individual Syrian people including Nizar
Qabbani. It is also known that Qabbani is a
diplomat who is certainly mature with the
ideology of Baath Party Nationalism. The main
value of the Baath Party stand on three:
Nationalism, Islamism and Anti-Colonialism .

b. Declare Struggle with Weapons is The
Only Way

In a poem entitled “One Way” (after 1991)
Qabbani said that there is no other way to fight
for the rights of the Palestinian people, it is by
arms fighting. He didn't see anything other than
taking up arms. To get a weapon, he is willing
to sell or pawn his most valuable possession
that is the ring left by his mother. Qabbani said:

"..].. ..... Adan d;\ e Aiay GZ\ PEN Ay 3—‘)\
Gin,

“I want a rifle....I’ve sold my mother ring....to
buy... a rifle... my wallet was pawned”.
(Qabbani : tt)

As a poet, it is natural that poetry is the most
valuable thing for him, but for Qabbani poetry
is no longer valuable compared to the value of
a gun. Because it is the rifle that will take him
to the desired destination. He said:

Laa yo ol | Llaés Al el Niliad

RERLE e‘-ﬂ‘.
“The poetry that we memorized...... is not
worth a dirham...... compared to a rifle”.

(Qabbani : tt)

In fighting with weapons Qabbani did not put
himself as a fighter from Syria, the place of his
birth. But Qabbani made himself a Palestinian
fighter who was born and raised in the land
seized by Israel. He said that he was born,
raised and played in Palestine. Qabbani said:

ces  wayl ooe Gl Ul Wle (ke

“Twenty years.. and I...I'm looking for land
and identity...... I'm looking for my home
there.....about my country surrounded by
barbed  wire...I'm  looking for my
childhood.....and about my friends....about my
books. . about my photos”.. (Qabbani : tt)

He also stated that his position is outside
Palestine and want to enter Palestine complete
with a rifle. Therefore, there is a kind of
paradox, on the one hand I think that he is a
Palestinian child, born and raised there, on the
other hand he is physically outside Palestine.
Or it could also place itself as part of the exiled
people of Palestine or alienate. He also said:

o pSre 5538 Cplanls ) A GY) gaie zaal
4_\.\.\3\ a)\;;]\} )...a;.“ &_IL\AS\

“Now I have a gun...to Palestine, take me with
you...to the green dome... and the prophetic
stone”. (Qabbani : tt)
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The encouragement to fight for the land of
Palestine, not only motivated by a high sense of
nationalism, but also by his longing for the land
of the prophets, and also the existence of the
Agsa Mosque with its green Qubbah is an
attraction as well. Qabbani was not known as a
religious person, but as a romantic poet, but
from the bottom of his heart he was called to
defend this holy land.

More than that, Qabbani did not hesitate to
position himself with the rebels. He said:

B Sba, Gaybgial oo Jhe oell 158
JVF A 8 Sl 4By V) (gaie mual gl

“Tell...to those who ask about my
problem....my gun.. became my problem....I
now have a gun...I'm on the list of rebel”
(Qabbani : 2008)

C. Claiming that Peace is Just A
Deception

It has been mentioned above that Qabbani
views whether the only struggle for the
Palestinians is through the armed struggle, he
also does not agree with the way of peace.
Peace according to him is only for cowards.
Peace is like a bitter pill to swallow. Like a
dagger that stabs, which does not provide
benefits and even harms the Palestinian people.
In the poem entitled “0s's <l (Running Fast)
Qabbani said:

Ll yy, Lajig elall ol jaa AT culadw

“The last wall of shame fell....we rejoiced.. and
danced.... bless us with the signing of the
peace of cowards.”

Also said :

i) Jad 43, i a8 Jadf ol slalll,

“We haven't found a home to live in but a
mirage.....Not peace,.... Peace that enters like
a dagger inside us....It's a forced take!!”
(Qabbani : tt)

The Israeli-Palestinian Oslo peace is very
detrimental to Palestine. The Palestinian side of
the peace only got a very small area which

Qabbani said was only the size of a "grain of
wheat". The Gaza Strip is referred to as a “can
of Sardines” and Yeriko or Ariha, the
Palestinian Authority Center is referred to as a
piece of bone. While the Palestinian state is
called a hotel without pillars and roofs. He said:

Ly Ladae) 50e( and il (e Ade 1S5
saacl ¥ i Dy sl oy Bai) sy (oo,

“They left a can of sardines in our hands....It's
called (Gaza).....A shin is called (Jericho).....a
hotel called Palestine....No roof, no pillars”.
(Qabbani : tt)

According to Qabbani, the peace agreed upon
in Oslo was only a transaction, not peace for
the benefit of the Palestinian people. Qabbani
stated:

el 5 hdlly all S oo el G e
SO aiinnall g Hlaill o culisall o Jaysilly,

“Who do you see asking them?... about the
tranquility  of buying and selling
installments.... leasing in installments.....
agreement... and traders and investors?”

As it is known, the Palestine Liberation
Organization has conducted peace negotiations
with Israel for the first time in Madrid in 1991,
followed by the Oslo I and Oslo 1l Agreements.
Similarly, several Arab countries have made
peace agreements with Israel starting with
Egypt, Yodanaia and then followed by other
Arab countries. This background is also the
possibility that caused him to denounce peace
loudly and say that peace is only a buying and
selling transaction, which is used to seek profit
by certain parties (Institute for Policy Studies :
2005).

d. Defending Palestinian with Real
Action

Qabbani is known for his strong support for the
Palestinian people's efforts to achieve their
rights. He sees that there is only one way to
achieve Palestinian rights, unless by taking up
arms. He also did not believe that reconciliation
with Israel was part of the effort so he rejected
it emphatically and even vehemently. Qabbani
said that the effort to seize the rights of the
Palestinian people must be with real activity, he
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strongly criticized people who only shouted
against oppression but without activity, in his
poem "A marginal note on the defeat sheet" he
stated that the cause of the defeat of Arab
countries in the 1967 war when facing Israel is
because of too much talk, lack of work,
inactivity. He said:

Al b S, LS Y e Y Sl U 13
uﬁuqd\u\ﬂ)hdb ....... m&ﬂ\m\ywyﬂ|
)

“If we lose the war, it's no wonder.....because
we're in...in it...... with all the speech talent
that the East has,....with antarties (arrogance)
that doesn't kill even a fly”. (Qabbani : tt)

The defeat of the Arabs that suffered cannot be
blamed on those in the sky, because the sky
will give victory to whoever it wants. Qabbani
also revealed the secret of the Arab defeat,
namely because the Arabs did not have a strong
military industry so they could defeat their
formidable opponent, the Jews. Qabbani said:

oiia ey, 2l G el i AB L gl

“Don't curse the heavens.....if it doesn't help
you...don't curse the circumstances.....God
grants victory to whomever he wishes....... You
don't have a blacksmith....who makes swords.”

(Qabbani : tt)

Qabbani did not want to see the Arabs as
passive, with minimal effort, so he refuses to
rely solely on the Almighty, but more than that,
people must strive to achieve what they aspire
to with maximum effort. He saw that the efforts
of the Arabs were still far from what was
expected, how could they beat Israel, which has
an advanced military industry, and is even
known as a nuclear state if it does not have a
strong military industry. Qabbani also quipped
by saying how to win if "even blacksmiths who
can make swords" don't have one. Victory must
be won, victory does not belong to lazy people,
including those who just sit in the mosque
without showing real struggle. He said:

Sl Sl L S s sall 8 e
sie g, e Glo Geall s YA iy
S

“We sit in the mosque... the Noble... the
laziness...we share verses, or make up
proverbs....beg for victory against the
enemy....from the Most Powerful.” (Qabbani :
tt)

Change cannot only rely on other people, or
only hope for help from the Almighty, but
change and victory come from oneself, so he
also states "I am the one who can change
destiny” J\8Y) el 53 Gl | (Qabbani : tt)

Qabbani was ready to take up arms to be
directly involved against injustice and
plundering of ancestral lands, he does not agree
with the path of peace. Qabbani strongly
criticized the Arabs for their weakness in facing
the enemy. This was all done because of his
high concern for the Arabs. But does this
contain Qabbani's despair in dealing with such
a situation? It is not certain whether the answer
is yes or no, but Qabbani is an optimistic
person in facing a difficult life. Even though he
looks panicked, he still has high hopes,
especially for the next generation, which is
expected to continue his ideals in upholding the
banner of the Arab nation against the
arbitrariness of the "colonizers" . Qabbani said:

i np gl Y1

“We want a generation...pioneers.. giants.. you
children...from the edge of the sea in the
Gulf,....you are the fruit....hope.....you are the
generation that will break the
shackles...... dead opium in our heads...... and
who kills wishful thinking...... O children, you
will be better oft”.

Conclusion

The conflict between Palestine and the Jews or
commonly referred to as the Israel is a long
conflict, since before the establishment of the
state of Israel until now. The conflict was
caused by the oppression and expropriation of
Palestinian land by the Jews, giving rise to
relentless Palestinian resistance. Nizar Qabbani
is known as a romantic poet who talks about
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women and their relationships with men. But
since 1967 after the six-day war or commonly
referred to as "4 or "catastrophe". Qabbani
wrote many of his poems in defense of the
Palestinian cause. Sometimes even extreme in
his defense. Qabbani's defense of the
Palestinian people in his poetry is expressed in
the form of: praising FATAH, a Palestine
liberation organization that is the backbone of
the PLO (Palestinian Liberation Organization).
Qabbani's praise for FATAH was carried out
before fusion in the PLO and accepting peace
with Israel in 1991. Another form of defense
for Qabbani is his statement that he believes
that only armed means can realize the
Palestinian people's ideals of independence,
and not peace with Israel. He views Peace with
Israel as a mere deception. Qabbani views the
struggle to be carried out with real actions, not
only with mere rhetoric. Therefore, it must be
supported by creating a war industry and all
other needs for war. The background of
Qabbani's defense of the Palestinian struggle to
claim their rights seems to be based on a high
sense of nationalism. An ideology that was
developed and firmly implanted in Syria, where
Qabbani was born and raised and then served
as a diplomat in various countries.
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